Using the router table to improve your woodworking skills 



The use of the Router table is taking the Routers skills to the next level. The table stabilizes your 
wood for the finer edges and cutting techniques. The carving is finer, and the use of electronic 
controls makes the finished handmade woodwork perfect in every aspect. 


The router table 

The Router table consists of steel or casts Iron stand. When putting it together, the stand is solid 
and square. The legs have extensions to level the stand. They are adjusted on each leg so that no 
matter the condition of the floor it sits on the stand and table are level. 


On top of the stand is the plate which is the top of your table. This is also square, level and 
sturdy. In the center of the plate is the reducer ring. The Router fits upside down into this part of 
the table, so the bit is showing through into the plate. The router is securely mounted. You have a 
series of interchangeable rings that fit around the routers different bits. 


On the back of this plate and running the length of the table you have one or two steel bars. 
These are called fences. They slide through on the changeable bars, and they can be adjusted to 
the type of edges you are working on. The purpose is to keep the wood piece straight during the 
time you are using the bits on it. 


For smaller pieces of wood, you will be using a guard on the fence to protect your hands from the 
bit. You will also be using a push bar which is a square piece of wood. The piece is used to push 
smaller pieces of wood along the fence and through the bits. Attached to the side of the table is a 
large plastic house this removes the sawdust and shavings while you work. 

With the router mounted under the table, you will be using your wood through the table right to 
left. For working with round-edgedwood, you will remove the fence and use a starter pin. This 
will be a steel circular pin that fits into the reducer ring. This helps to keep the circular angel of 
the wood flowing smoothly. 

Cutting angles and beveling edges on the router table 

You can do a lot more delicate work using the table mounted router. The angels at which you are 
cutting are more precise because of the fence running the length of the table. You can adjust the 
degree of the angle by using off set rods. These slip behind the bottom of the fence and are 
locked into place. 

When the wood is cut by the bit, the entire piece is exactly the angle desired. Using a plunger 
router in the table, you can adjust each depth of the cut bring the angel slowly to where you 
want it. 

Carving on the Router Table 

The use of the plunger router in the table is also an excellent way to carve and hollow out pieces 
of wood. Using electronic technology, you can set up a series of groves and depths which the bits 
will slowly work too. This technique is also used for intricate inlay work. 

The lasers and electronic measuring devices can keep the measurements of your work down to a 
millimeter measurement. Through this new technology, there is less chance of mistakes, cracks or 
chips in your delicate work. 

CNC 

Computers have come to the router woodworking world. Another type of router table is set up 
with the routers mounted on steel arms. These work above the table. Electronic computer 
technology controls them. They are called Computer Numeric Control. 

The woodworker works out a series of patterns for the finished wood piece. Each of the steel 
arms is set up independently with a pattern for each one. The patterns are monitored through a 
screen and while the woodworker is running the series each steel arm works independently. 

Spear guns 

The CNC operating system is being used in the making of custom spear guns for underwater 
fishing. The extra hard wood needed for the spears are easily measured and worked on by the 
electronic technology. The spears are produced with even pressure and workmanship on the 
wood making good strong spears. 



In the past, the handmade Spears had some flaws, and many of them broke or shattered when 
used because of the hidden flaws. The wrong pressure on the wood when making the spear can 
create a weak point in the wood. 

Custom Bows and Arrows 

With archery becoming popular again, many of the custom designs are being mapped out using 
the CNC technology. Like the spear guns, the bows and arrows are being made with the exact 
amount of pressure and craftsmanship they need to produce the perfect crafted bow ad wooden 
arrows. 

Deciding which kind of table is best for you 

Before the woodworker can decide which type of table is best for them, they need to think 
about what they will be making. A craftsman woodworker that enjoys cabinetry and handcrafted 
furniture should start out with a simple router table. As he learns to use the equipment and his 
designs become more intricate so too should his equipment. 

Starting with the simple table there is lots of room to expand, to more advanced equipment, and 
the craftsman will grow through experience and knowledge with each new project. The most 
advanced technology he or she may ever need is a laser program for measuring and pattern 
designing. 



If the woodworker enjoys inlay work and carving there are middle router tables that will provide 
him with all the tools and technology; he will need. Not everyone would need the advanced CNC 
router equipment. 

When the master woodworker has the right router, bits and table to work with the possibilities 
for him or her are endless. Taking a piece of wood and creating something beautiful and usable is 
what woodworking is all about. For more information, visit my website at: 
http://woodroutercenter.com/best-router-table-reviews- 2016 -buvers-auides/ 


